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Two-Step Indirect Method
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PAP Method

(peroxidase anti-peroxidase method)
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Immunohistochemistry assays may use

cells on slides
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Cells grown, spun into a pellet, frozen or Cells grown as a monolayer
paraffin embedded and sectioned

OR use tissue sections that are frozen or paraffin emmbedded

Sections from tissues contain many different kinds of cells

as well as extra-cellular matrix components
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Weak / no staining

High background / non-
specific

Patchy / uneven staining

Edge artifact

Tissue detachment / loss
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